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The Cornwall Design Guide was adopted on 13th March 2013 with a purpose to 
promote a design guidance for all development and to encourage sympathetic 
design by means of suitable statements applied to proposals for development within 
the Council area. 

The guide objectives are: -  

1) To promote thorough consideration of design processes at early stages of 
development. 

2) That any development relates sympathetically with its surroundings. 
3) That any development follows the accepted principles of good design. 
4) That developments take adequate consideration of the needs of residents in 

respect of safety and other environmental considerations. 
5) That the importance of design detailing is given adequate consideration. 
6) That developers provide well designed and adequate public amenities. 

 
Sustainability is a theme that runs through the design guide. 
 
Part 2 of the guide deals with good design in the “Cornish context” and covers 
subjects such as connections, facilities and services, siting of new facilities, public 
transport access, local requirements etc.  These matters relate largely to new 
development of a size not likely to be proposed in the Parish and would only have 
minor relevance to any likely development in St Clement Parish. 
 
Section 7 of the Design Guide 
 
This deals with building design and is likely to be the most useful section in relation 
to the provision of design requirements in the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Illustrations of detailing for traditional Cornish dwellings and suitable exterior design 
for typical housing, which can be found throughout the Parish are provided.  Also 
sympathetic new housing detailing and layout designs for small development is 
covered in the guide. 
 
St Clement comprises the three main settlement areas of Tresillian, St Clement and 
Malpas together with outlying sporadic housing (Buckshead) and traditional rural 
farmsteads.  Housing in the parish is of a traditional nature comprising stone, cob 
and some brick with slate tile and thatch and represents a good cross section of 
typical Cornish architecture described in the Design Guide.  The later developments 
fall largely in the Tresillian settlement and are typical of the ‘60s and 70s’ 
development found anywhere in Cornwall. 
 
Several new buildings developed recently within the Parish have included modern 
design techniques incorporating new innovative materials, energy generating and 
saving components not generally in keeping with the established character of the old 
building designs and the introduction of these styles will become more prevalent in 
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the future.  The Design Guide would prove useful of this type of development and 
how it is dealt with in the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Section 10 deals with the design of rural buildings and the preservation of trees, 
hedges etc. the placing of new buildings within the contours and slopes of the land, 
screening, appropriate materials, cladding and colours.  These requirements would 
be relevant to the Neighbourhood Plan and a good example of such design criteria 
are illustrated in the present agricultural development proposed at Tresemple, 
 
From the above perusal you may feel that the Cornwall Design Guide adequately 
covers all the aspects of likely design requirements to satisfy the needs of the 
Neighbourhood Plan and could be included in the final draft as a design criterion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


