
Setting of Village Boundary and an appraisal of potential Affordable 
Housing in Tresillian Village, St Clement Parish 

 
 

1. The Village Boundary 
 
Tresillian lies adjacent to the upper reaches of Tresillian River roughly 

at the limit of the tidal reach.  The navigability of the river and its 

location on the main highway through to Truro, owes much to the 

historical development of the village through river born trade and the 

establishment of various businesses adjacent to the river, which relied 

on goods both delivered by water and the distribution of goods and 

materials to outlying settlements. 

 

Owing to its tight location at the base of the river valley, development 

has been restricted to the flood plain and lower slopes of the land on 

the northern side of the river, the land to the south being part of the 

Tregothnan Estate and comprising predominantly woodland. 

 

The existing village boundary presents a compact, rounded settlement. 

Free of any significant, sporadic or ribbon development providing 

goods access to village facilities from most areas.  The land to the 

south of the existing boundary comprises agricultural land rising up on 

the valley side. 

 

The Parish boundary formed by the river at the eastern end of the 

village bisects a small portion of the settlement, which lies in the parish 

of St Michael Penkivel. 



 

The historical character of the village is restricted to the narrow corridor 

of the A390 highway as it passes through the village and contains a 

number of C18th and C19th terraces, a thatched public house, Toll 

house, Oast house, Old School house together with some detached 

houses of architectural interest.  The Church, Tregothnan Estate Gate 

House and other notable dwellings are located in the section of the 

village, which lies in St Michael Penkivel Parish. 

 

The greater majority of the dwellings in the village lie on the northern 

slope of the river valley served by a pattern of estate roads and are 

predominantly modern semi detached properties built in the 60s, 70s 

and 80s apart from the small housing association development 

consisting of two storey dwellings clustered around a small cul-de-sac.  

There are two areas of traditional council houses at either end of the 

village. 

 

A study of the layout of the village indicates that an obvious boundary 

can be identified around its perimeter and, in view of the Cornwall 

Council’s modest requirements for further development in the parish, it  

would appear that a tight envelope around the existing settlement 

would be appropriate.  This would in no way prohibit some future 

development being carried out within this envelope by way of infill plots 

of which a number throughout the village are identifiable. 

 



2. Consideration of a possible exception site to accommodate 

Affordable Housing 

 

Whilst research has indicated that the need for affordable housing for 

residents and their families in the village is very limited (the Housing 

Need Survey undertaken by Cornwall Council on the parish behalf) 

possibly as the result of the recent housing association development, 

which provided sixteen homes for local people in 2013, it is considered 

that within the life of the Neighbourhood Plan, this need may increase 

over time. 

 

It is therefore the aim of this plan to indicate two? possible sites outside 

and immediately abutting the village boundary, which would 

accommodate a modest affordable housing scheme requiring the 

minimal amount of offsite works to obtain a satisfactory access. 

 

It is recommended that these sites be investigated further in order that 

only one of them is included in the final plan. 

 

A draft plan is submitted illustrating these recommendations. 

 

 

David Jones 


