
1. Character and Setting 
 

St Clement village lies abutting the northern bank of the Tresillian River nestled in a 
small tranquil inlet sheltered by woodland.   The village is designated a Conservation 
Area to protect its unique character as a historic waterside settlement and comprises 
a medieval church, thatched cottages, typical Cornish slate and cob dwellings and 
many other architectural features. 

 
Its location at the end of a narrow and steep access lane makes it unsuitable for any 
substantial development and only a very limited number if infill sites would appear to 
be appropriate in respect of future housing development and in the interest of the 
preservation of its unique character. 
 
St Clement is an important recreation area; well-used cycle trails and footpaths 
provide access to the estuary and river of Tresillian, as well as the small lane leading 
to the village.  In addition, the ancient church of St Clement and the village hall are 
used for festivals, concerts and various clubs and activities. The existing off-street 
parking areas are very small: an area for six vehicles next to the boat landing area at 
St Clement, and three spaces at the village hall.  Most visitors, and some residents, 
park on the sides of the only narrow, deep lane entering the village.  
 

2. The Settlement Boundary 
 
The boundary of the conservation area tightly follows the natural limits of the existing 
settlement but includes two fields to the west and southwest of the public 
conveniences and a field at the extreme northern end of the village. 
 
The proposed village boundary will exclude these fields but otherwise closely follow 
the conservation boundary. 
 
This assessment would appear to support the general opinions of the residents who, 
during various consultations and public opinion gathering in the course of the St 
Clement Neighbourhood Plan procedure, express the wish to retain the village much 
as it is now. 
 
Concerns raised during the consultation procedure included: 
 

i. Surface and water run-off causing problems along the village approach 
road and resulting in flooding in low lying properties. 
 

ii. Some land within the conservation area is marshland and a known 
flood plain. 

 
3. Conclusion 

 
It is therefore recommended that the village boundary be established on the 
line of the existing conservation area with the above exclusions and that the St 
Clement Neighbourhood Plan Policy for this settlement prohibits any 
substantial new development other than a limited number of infill plots within 
the settlement boundary in this important historic settlement. 



 
Designations 
AONB, SSSI, Conservation area,  
 
Higher policies NPPF Sections 12, Cornwall local plan policy 24 -Historic 
Environment	


