
Truro Cycling Campaign 
Survey of the amenity route connecting Truro City centre with St 
Clement village and Tresillian and the commuter route to Truro: 

 
The Campaign team have created a Tube Map which outlines commuter and 
amenity routes which connect Truro City with surrounding Towns and 
Villages. Improvements and some new connections are required in order that 
cyclists may be provided with safe, reliable and enjoyable routes, which they 
can use to access work and amenities and which are also opportunities for 
informal recreational cycling. Tresillian is linked to Truro directly with a cycle 
route along the A390 and a second route linking St Clement and Tresillian to 
Truro City centre is described as amenity route because of its links with 
recreational amenity areas and also because it does not represent the most 
direct route to the city centre. It follows existing bridleway tracks and benefits 
from quiet country roads, which might be promoted under the designation 
“Quiet Lane”.  
 
Quiet Lanes: 
 
The concept of Quiet Lanes was introduced under the Transport Act 2000, 
which allowed local highways authorities to classify appropriate roads under 
this designation. They are designed to make country lanes safer and more 
accessible to vulnerable users and are a positive way of providing a chance 
for people to walk; cycle and horse ride in a safe environment. Quiet lanes 
work best when they are part of a network linking local residents to a range of 
nearby amenities, they are also about appreciating the beauty and tranquility 
of country lanes rather than travelling along them from A to B as quickly as 
possible in a car. The Campaign for the Protection of Rural England have put 
a considerable effort into promoting Quiet Lanes and they recommend that a 
speed limit of 20mph be placed on them, however although having statutory 
effect the Campaign accept that restrictions must essentially be capable of 
self enforcing, depending on local advertising and the maintenance of public 
awareness. In order to promote new quiet lanes the local highways authority 
will require evidence of public demand. A high level of public consultation is 
required and this can most efficiently be achieved under the compilation 
process for Local Development Plans, which many Parish Councils are 
currently undertaking. 
 
There are already a number of Quiet Lane designations around Truro, 
particularly in the areas of Shortlanesend and Trispen, StErme. The amenity 
routes proposed by the Truro Cycling Campaign are designed to build on this 
foundation, connecting and extending them to create a more comprehensive 
vision and where these connections follow quiet rural roads it will be 
appropriate to seek Quiet Lane status. Unfortunately the Cornwall Council 
interactive mapping system does not include Quiet Lanes as a layer so they 
are not as well known or easy to evaluate as other highways details. 
 
Route 1 – The amenity route from Truro centre to St Clement and 
Tresillian 
The route connects Truro City with the hamlet of St Clement and the 



magnificent shore-side route along the Tresillian River to the village of 
Tresillian itself. 
The route starts at the bottom of St Clement's Hill.  
 
The Trafalgar roundabout is difficult for cyclists, however a shared route could 
be provided along the current pedestrian way towards Malpas Road. This 
would connect the route directly with the Truro Loops proposals. A second 
connection with the Truro Loops proposals may be possible nearer St 
Clement itself if the link from Boscawen Park through Moresk Forest, which is 
envisaged within the Campaign's proposals,  could be established. The route 
up St Clement's Hill is wide and relatively quiet outside school commuting 
hours. 
 
It has good provision of foot-way although these cross from side to side along 
the route. These foot-ways do not lend themselves ideally to dual use as a 
cycle way. 
 
At the top of the hill the road is designated 20 mph in order to safeguard 
residents and pupils of Penair School. It would appear reasonable that this 
20mph limit be extended  to the bottom of St Clement's hill and a safe cycle 
route be established on the carriageway to the city centre. The full issues of 
cycling connections to and from the secondary schools in Truro are examined 
separately.  
 
 
The lane to St Clement village starts at the 20 mph zone. It is a quiet lane 
although narrow in places. When surveying this route on my bicycle at mid 
morning on a weekday I met only three other users of the lane from here to St 
Clement. They were two hikers and a lady with a dog. The lane is indeed 
quiet and would appear in all respects to fit the criteria for “Quiet Lane” 
designation. 
 
The highway ends at the shoreline at St Clement where a small car park is 
situated and the Parish Council provides a public toilet beside the road further 
up the hill.  
 
 
A bridleway track continues where the highway ends, some more welcoming 
signage at this point may be helpful. 
 
The track has generally a good hard surface but in places the drainage could 
be improved as areas are obviously very muddy in wet weather. It provides 
the finest upper river route on the outskirts of Truro. 
 
 
As the route reaches the creek at Kiggon, the difinitive map on the Cornwall 
Council Interactive Mapping system indicates that the bridleway diverts off to 
the right along a narrow causeway rather than taking the broad track ahead 
which is indicated as a footpath. Whilst indicated as a bridleway on the 
definitive map the causeway path is signed as a footpath as it exits to the 



A390. The status of the two paths does not appear to represent the situation 
on the ground and should be reviewed. 
 
The main track meets the highway at Kiggan Cottage, however there is no 
right of way signage at this point. 
 
 
The bridleway crosses the causeway, over a narrow bridge and up a row of 
steps to meet the A390 at Rose Neath. 
 
 
The A390 through this part of Tresillian has an on-road cycle lane on each 
side of the carriageway although road markings are faint. 
 
A crossing point is provided. 
 
Signage for both routes at this crossing point could be improved. 
 
The cycle route to Truro continues as a shared path beside the A390 
carriageway. The path has no barrier or separation from the busy A390 and 
represents an unpleasant and intimidating route at busy times, even at single 
property crossings the cycleway does not have right of way. 
 
At the entrance to the Eastern Park and Ride, the cycle route is directed 
across the A390 into the carpark. The signage is minimal as can be seen by 
the temporary sticker positioned on a light standard. 
 
Despite the many large signs on the opposite side indicating way. 
 
The lack of proper signage continues throughout the Park and Ride estate 
giving the impression that either the cycleway is not officially recognised or 
perhaps unwelcome. 
 
Normal signage resumes at the exit to the Park and Ride although in this case 
partially obscured by a lighting standard. 
 
The route crosses the A39 at a protected crossing, however the signage 
indicating cycle route end is incorrect and confusing. 
 
The route continues into Truro along Tregurra Lane, which has a 20 mph 
speed limit and traffic calming. 
 
It represents a reasonably safe route into Truro. 
 
Prior to its junction with Mitchell Hill the road narrows and a pedestrian lane is 
provided, this could be made dual use. 
 
The route joins Mitchell Hill at the roundabout and remains at 20 mph speed 
limit with traffic calming for the full route into Truro centre. 
 


